DRAFT Ecofootprinting Article for congregations.
This will only be useful in some congregations.  Obviously, use this as a base from which to create whatever is useful in your style of newsheet.  If you have comments on this draft please send them to jason@scotschurch.org.au or the ecofootprint list ucafootprint@yahoogroups.com If you do something entirely different that might also be useful to others, please send them in too, they can go on the web or the footprint list.
As churches around the world celebrate the Season of Creation this September, our congregation is part of a pilot project to look at a practical application of this celebration.  If Creation is good, and if it really belongs to God, then we ought to be striving to do our bit, either as stewards, or as members of creation, to minimise our impact on it.

A grant from Uniting Foundation has enabled a small group of Uniting Churches in SA, with assistance from ecoconscious and the scots ecofaith ministry, to ask the question, 

How much does our worship of the Creator, cost creation?
(and what are we going to do to about it?)

The main tool we are using to answer this question is an ecological footprint calculator.  

The ecological footprint is like a financial statement that compares human demand with ecological supplies.  Developed in 2003, the basic idea is to make governments, business and individuals measure their ecological assets in the same way they manage their finances.
At the moment, as we’ve discovered in workshops run as part of the project, the average citizen of Adelaide demands about 7 hectares of productive land to maintain their lifestyle, compared to a world average of about 2!  Even worse, the productive land actually available is only about 1.7 hectares per person.  In other words, ever year we are eating into our ecological capital: consuming 20% more than is being replenished by ecological processes.
How long we can keep overspending ecologically depends on how many reserves the Earth had in the first place.  Nobody can answer this exactly, but there are many signs that it less than we would hope!

[image: image1.wmf]Consider the over-allocation of water licenses along the Murray; the increasing loss of soil to salinisation (predicted to reach 600,000 hectares by 2050); and the clearing of over half a million hectares of native vegetation in SA alone every year!  
[image: image2.wmf]Add in the peak in supply of reasonably accessible oil, and the now overwhelming agreement that humans are warming the globe, and we would do well to assume that our decades of overspending are making our bank balance very shaky.  Allow for an extra two billion people in the next little while and it becomes shakier still!

Many overseas communities are already bankrupt, partly because western nations keep picking their pockets.  We need to spend less here so they can spend more over there, or as the old saying has it, to live simply, so that others may simply live!
The first footprint we will measure is the amount of productive land 

it takes to run our church’s worship service.  This includes obvious use of land, like tree clearing to make any non-recycled paper we use (about 16 reams of paper per tree), as well as less obvious costs.  For example, it takes 140 litres of water to produce a single kilowatt hour of electricity in a coal power station (and 200 litres for nuclear), and nearly 3000 litres of water to produce the same 16 reams of paper mentioned above.  << tree stats from http://www.conservatree.com/learn/EnviroIssues/TreeStats.shtml>>
We will monitor our footprint over the seasons, and make decisions as a church about how we can work together to reduce it.  

<<so far we have discovered that…>>

In December New Times will feature a story on what the pilot churches like ours have discovered, and what we plan to do about it.
In 2008 there will be gatherings with the other congregations following this venture in “ecological discipleship,” so we can encourage each other on the journey.  Dates will come in due course, and everyone in invited along!

Of course, the ecological impact of our church services is just a part of the impact of our weekly operations, and if people are interested in helping us audit our whole operation we’d love to heard from you.

Our church footprint is also only a small part of our footprint as individuals!  Our church community audit will, we hope, encourage and help us to audit our own personal footprints, and then see what we can do about reducing them.  

This is a great opportunity for outreach into our community, since everyone around us has a personal ecological footprint, and we can invite them to join us in measuring it, and doing something to reduce it.

Taking a lead in this area in our community could be our chance to our neighbours that as Christians we are serious about our relationship with the rest of creation, and willing to work with all people of good will in improving it.

In this way, the relatively small step of auditing our worship service could grow into a major missional venture in ecological discipleship, of which we can be truly proud.

I/We would be really glad to hear from anyone who wants to know more <<details of contact person in congregation>>  There are also a variety of resources being compiled at http://ecofaith.org/footprint , including links to videos, Sunday School resources and so on.
<<if its relevant in your church, something about being available to talk to Sunday School groups etc etc, and/or Jason can come out and do workshops Mon-Thurs, or after about 1 on Sundays>>

Powering a single 100 watt globe requires 15 litres of water 
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hour!

















